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SIR: 



In conformance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, § 
1.97 and § 1.98, the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are hereby 
brought to the Examiner's attention. The references were cited in related applications. 

It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during 
the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein 
and appear in the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. Please debit 
any charge to Deposit Account No. 11-0600 to ensure consideration of the disclosed 
information. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: ttl/f\f %^f / Zj>0) 




(Reg. No. 43,572) 

KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, N.W. Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 220-4200 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner Patent 
Initial Number 



Issue Date Inventor(s) 



5,816,550 


10/06/98 


WATANABE ET AL. 


6,001,456 


12/14/99 


NEWLAND 


5,805,117 


09/08/98 


MAZUREK ET AL. 


C "7/"\0 CCA 

5,70o,oo4 


* o /on/07 


DtoUIVI t I ML. 


5,658,637 


08/19/97 


VOLZ 


5,646,818 


07/08/97 


HAHN 


5,613,313 


03/25/97 


HOMAN ET AL. 


4,917,975 


04/17/90 


DE GUZMAN 


4,853,678 


08/01/89 


BISHOP, JR. ET AL. 


4,752,114 


06/21/88 


FRENCH 


4,720,789 


01/19/88 


HECTOR ET AL. 


4,143,194 


03/06/79 


WIHKSNE 


3,517,407 


06/30/70 


WYANT 


2,191,704 


02/27/40 


BENNETT 



EXAMINER SIGNATURE 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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U.S. APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 



Examiner Publication 

Initial Number Filing Date Inventor(s) 

Related U.S. co-pending patent application No. 10/373,191 filed 

26 February 2003. 

Related U.S. co-pending patent application No. 10/438,923 filed 

16 May 2003 

Related U.S. co-pending patent application No. 10/454,631 filed 

5 June 2003 

Related U.S. co-pending patent application No. 10/682,435 filed 

1 0 October 2003 

Related U.S. co-pending patent application No. 10/759,167 filed 

~~ 20 January 2004 

Related U.S. co-pending patent application No. 1 1/002,276 filed 

3 December 2004 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document 
Number 

298 1 1 821 

DE41 35877 

40 06 781 



Pub. Date Country 

1 0/29/98 Germany 

05/06/93 Germany 

09/05/91 Germany 
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3 915 254 


11/22/90 


Germany 


3 923 959 


10/18/90 


Germany 


8056810 


03/05/96 


Japan 


6 189 890 


07/12/94 


Japan 


4 144 532 


05/19/92 


Japan 


GB 2 263 003 A 


07/07/93 


United Kingdom 


WO 02/22972 


03/21/02 


WIPO 


WO 02/11110 


02/07/02 


WIPO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 1995, No. 05, 30 June 
1995 & JP 07 036395 A (TORAY IND INC), 7 February 1995 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 1997, No. 01 , 31 
Jan.1997 & JP 08 239988 (MEITAKU SYST:KK), 17 Sept. 1996 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 2002 & JP 2002 062832 
A (NIPPON SIGNAL CO LTD:THE), 28 February 2002 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 1995, No. 01 , 28 Feb. 
1995 & JP 06 299682 A (JIYONSUTON:KK), 25 Oct. 1994 
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